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BOOK NOTICES. 

Historia de las Guerras Civiles del Peru (1544-1548) y de Otros 
Sucesos de las Indias, por Pedro Gutierrez de Santa Clara. 

Tomos 1 y 2. (Coleccion de Libros y Documentos referentes a la Historia 
de America.) Victoriano Suarez, Madrid, 1904. 

The veritable title given by Pedro Gutierrez de Santa Clara to his five books, only 
two of which are as yet published, is: " Quinguenarios, and he qualifies the civil 
wars in Penias " guerrasmas que ciuiles que uvo enlos reynos yfrouincias del Perti." 
It might have been more appropriate to apply to these disturbances the epithet of 
"less than civil." As it is, there are as yet only two books of this interesting work 
in print, and it is enough to make us yearn for the rest. To review the beginning of 
a work is a very delicate task. 

Many, and quite important, matters are foreshadowed in that beginning. We 
learn, from references in the elaborate introduction, that the third, the fourth, and 
especially the fifth book contain the most interesting, or, at least, the most attractive 
data. Some conclusions of the introduction are held in suspense, as we have not 
the final word of proof which the unprinted sections contain. At any rate, the re- 
maining volumes, it is to be hoped, will soon make their appearance, and until then 
it is a pleasant duty to congratulate the Spanish editor on what he has attempted 
and performed. He has opened to study a new source on the history of the coloni- 
zation of Peru in its earliest period, and it may be also a valuable contribution to 
the knowledge of primitive conditions. This, as well as the importance of the work 
for Mexico, remains yet to be seen. 

Very naturally, the person of the author, who and what he was, occupies a great 
portion of the introduction. It is not easy to find a needle in a haystack, and there, 
fore, where men called Gutierrez abound, and each one of them is adorned with as 
little genealogy as possible, the pedigree of one of them named Pedro is hard to 
trace. The editor has, therefore, attached himself to the appendix Santa Clara, in 
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the hope of finding some clue among those Spaniards who were in America at the 
time and bearing that name. That our Pedro was not born in Spain, but in the new 
continent, seems certain. He says this himself. But while Santa Clara may have 
been his father's name, the thought should not be discarded of Santa Clara having 
been the name of his mother, and her maiden name, too. There are many such 
instances on record when the maternal appellative was substituted for the paternal 
without the usual " y " being interjected. Witness, for instance, Alvar Nunez Cabeza 
de Vaca, Castillo, Maldonado, and many others of the time. On this point it is, 
however, useless to dwell at length, since the material furnished by the two volumes 
is not sufficient. Suffice it to know that Gutierrez claims to have been present at 
most of the occurrences related by him, which makes of his writings a source of high 
respectability. 

There is, however, a wide step from this deserved acknowledgment to the sweep- 
ing assertion made by the editor, that the work of Gutierrez de Santa Clara is the 
only one written on the subject by an eyewitness. This statement might be pardon- 
able coming from a reviewer, or some so-called historian on our side of the water, 
but from a Spaniard of learning, like the editor, it is very surprising. If Pedro 
Gutierrez was the ' ' only " eyewitness of the ' ' more than civil wars " in Peru, where 
was Agustin de Zarate at the time? Where Pedro Pizarro? or Alonzo de Monte- 
mayor, whose narrative Oviedo carefully preserved and rendered? Where was 
Nicolas de Albenina, whose little book exists, if in but a single copy, at Paris? All 
these men were in Peru at the time, and took part in the very " uncivil" disturbances 
of the period. Zarate was one of the highest of royal officers, and Montemayor 
also occupied a position much above that of any private soldier, like Cieza or 
Gutierrez, and they were able to look at events from a much higher level. The 
" Quinquenarios " are an invaluable check upon the statements of these sources, 
but only a check, and not the final word, the source far excellence. If Gutierrez is 
an indispensable check on the writings of his contemporaries they are the same to 
his, and the German proverb should be taken as a rule in every historical under- 
taking: 

" Eines Mannes Rede, ist keines Mannes Rede; 

" Man muss sie hoeren Alle Beede." 

It is certain that Gutierrez, as far as we are able to judge, is a very loquacious 
writer of minute details. Yet he is not a gossiper. And he tries as hard as he can 
to be impartial, in spite of his unflinching adherence to the cause of the Crown. It 
was not easy, under the circumstances, to be faithful in deeds and impartial in 
opinion. Gutierrez, for instance, gives a picture of Blasco Nunez de Vela, the stiff- 
necked executor of the laws, framed under the influence of the fanatics, and im- 
practicable as Casas, which is inestimable for truth and actuality. He paints with 
a master hand that man, imbued with but one idea and deaf to all counsels of 
prudence, driven to murder by his own blindness, and finally rushing into his well- 
merited destruction. So far as we can judge, his portrait of Gonzalo Pizarro will 
not be as good, and for two reasons; he had not, with Pizarro, the same contact 
as with Nunez de Vela, and he was on the king's side. In this, again, we must 
wait for the closing volumes before expressing a final opinion. 

Whereas most authors of his time on America introduce their narrative with at 
least a few geographic data, we look in vain for such in Gutierrez. Neither is there 
anything of great geographic importance in the two volumes. He begins his story 
with a brief biographic reference to Las Casas, and what he says concerning that 
inconsiderate zealot's attempt at Cumana is very true. He justly recognizes in Las 
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Casas the source of all the evil that flooded Peru in the middle of the sixteenth 
century, and the greatest enemy the Indians ever had. He does not say this in so 
many words, but he leaves the reader to understand it from the facts related. 

The absence of geographical information applies only to the two volumes before 
us. From references to the three volumes that will follow we conclude that especially 
the last (fifth) book will make up for the deficiency. Let us hope that the remainder 
of the work may soon appear in print. 

The typography is commendable. The samples of the handwriting (two of 
which are of a geographic nature, and give a fair idea of the settlements along the 
western coast of America, north and south) are quite interesting. For his time, 
Gutierrez wrote a very clear and exceedingly legible hand. It must be said, also, 
that Gutierrez, after his return to Mexico, continued to work on his narratives, and 
that they were probably finished only in the first years of the seventeenth century. 
He also claims to have written a book under the title of Colloquios, the whereabouts 
of which is still unknown. 

Let us hope that the publication of ancient texts relative to Spanish America, in 

which work Spain is justly foremost, will give us at last some of the more important 

manuscripts which are still unpublished. There exists, for instance, in private 

hands at Madrid, the third part of the Chronicle of Cieza, which is invaluable for 

Peru and its primitive condition. The Epitome del Nuevo Reyno de Granada, by 

the conqueror, Gonzalo Jiminez de Quesada, written in 1539, also exists in the 

Archives of Madrid. So does the remarkable description of Peru, as far as the 

jurisdiction of Almagro extended, in 1539, by Father Cristoval de Molina. The 

time for " Columbiana " is about over; they have ruled long enough. Let Americana 

of the sixteenth century have their chance also, to be presented to the student in an 

accurate and accessible form, as they have always come to us from Spain. 

A. F. B. 

II Tibet (Geografia, Storia, Religione, Costumi) secondo la Relazi- 
one del Viaggio del P. Ippolito Desideri (1715-1721). By- 
Carlo Puini. lxiv and 402 pages, Appendices and Index. Italian Geo- 
graphical Society, Rome, 1904. 

Prof. Carlo Puini rediscovered, in 1875, the long- forgotten manuscript " Raggu- 
aglio," in which the Jesuit Father Desideri gave a description of his travels and mis- 
sionary work in Persia, Kashmir, the Moghul Empire and Great and Little Tibet, in 
the early part of the eighteenth century. He lived for six years in Lhasa — a longer 
time than any other European has ever spent there. The manuscript was redis- 
covered at Pistoia in the library of Cavaliere Rossi-Cassigoli, who, however, refused 
to permit Prof. Puini to publish the valuable document, as he hoped to sell it to the 
Hakluyt Society, to be published in English. This arrangement was not completed, 
however — perhaps on account of the death of the owner. It was not till 1901 that 
the Italian Geographical Society gave assistance that enabled Prof. Puini to publish 
a part of the work. 

The portion now printed is confined to the sections on Tibet, is a little less than 
half of the manuscript, and the more valuable part of it. Nearly half of the book 
deals with Tibetan Buddhism and Lamaism, with the strange religious systems that 
preceded them. As all other matters relating to Tibet are now better understood 
than the religions that for many ages enchained it and stifled all progress, the 
account that Desideri wrote of them, qualified as he was by intellectual equipment 
and thorough acquaintance with the Tibetan language, will be especially valuable 
to students of this phase of Asiatic history. 



